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Advertising brings new things to the 
reader’s attention and teaches him how 
to use them. You will find in the 
weekly advertising columns of The Sun- 
day School Times many helpful hints 
that may save you hours of time and 
trouble. 




















To My Son Overseas 
By Martha Snell Nicholson 


OMETIMES I used to say to you 
When you went out to play, 
“Good-by, my child, be careful, and 
Be my good boy today.” 


And then I tried to school my heart 
And trust you to God’s care. 

Again I send you forth, — again 

_ I trust Him. This my prayer: 


“Dear Lord, be with this boy of mine 
Wherever he shall be, 
And keep him straight and strong and 
fine; 
Incline his heart teward Thee. 


When he is weak be Thou his strength; 
When tired, his resting place; 

In battle be his sure defense, 
And give to him Thy peace. 


Teach him to pray —to seek Thy face. 
Ah, Lord, the thought is sweet 
That they may meet, his prayers and 


Before Thy mercy seat! 


Nor for my boy alone I pray 
In tears before Thy face, — 
For every mother’s son I plead; 
Lord, save them by Thy grace! 


How to Take Persecution 


Every true Christian must suffer 
some persecution. It may come in the 
form of stinging words, ostracism, or 
physical violence. It is often amazing 
to see how young converts in foreign 
lands, through the teaching of the Spirit 
and the Word of God, learn how to suffer 
patiently for Christ’s sake. The Rev. 
Walter Wunsch, of the West Indies Mis- 
sion, when speaking at The Sunday 
School Times office prayer meeting, gave 
two instances of such brave witnessing 
on the Island of Haiti. When one of the 
little churches was set on fire and de- 
stroyed by Catholics, the authorities 
questioned the evangelist. He replied: 
“No, they were not fighting against me, 
or angry with me. They were angry 
with God.” Another worker, when 
beaten, said: “Oh, it wasn’t so bad—I 
have all my members. They were at- 
tacking God, not me, so I make no com- 


plaint.” These humble believers have 
set a good example to many of us who 
scarcely suffer at all for our faith, or 
have to face only harsh words and cold- 
ness from old friends. They suffered 
physical pain and saw their property 
destroyed. It was of such endurance that 
Peter wrote when he said, “If, when ye 
do well, and suffer for it, ye take it 
patiently, this is acceptable with God” 
(1 Pet. 2:20). And they saw it in the 
right light, perhaps recalling the Lord’s 
words to the Apostle Paul, “Saul, Saul, 


“why persecutest thou me?”; and His mes- 


sage to His disciples, “But because ye 
are not of the world, but I have chosen 
you out of the world, therefore the world 
hateth you ... but all these things will 
they do unto you for my name’s sake” 
(John 15:19, 21). We need to recall fre- 
quently that “all that will live godly in 
Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution” (2 
Tim, 3:12). 


VI. The Cross Day by Day 


By Principal L. E. Maxwell, Prairie Bible Institute 


"Tina facts of Christian experience 
indicate that most believers wan- 
der for some time in the wilderness 
of Romans 7, in the land of a mixed and 
divided affection, before they enter into 
the life of victory in Christ. The great 
apostle himself reveals the tragic break- 
down of his own inner life subsequent 
to his conversion, when he cries out in 
an agony of despair, “O wretched man 
that I am! who shall deliver me from 
the body of this death?” (Rom. 7:24.) 
He then learned what he later wrote in 
Romans 6:11: “Reckon ye also your- 
selves to be dead indeed unto sin, but 
alive unto God through Jesus Christ our 
Lord,” He came to see that God’s de- 
liverance from the thralldom of a loath- 
some self-life is not through resolution, 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“I pray not that thou shouldest 
take them out of the world, but 
that thou shouldest keep them from 
evil” (John 17:15). 




















but through reckoning on co-crucifixion 
with Jesus Christ. 

Sooner or later most of us as believers 
awaken to a sense of our sinful selfhood. 
We, too, would live for Christ. We hun- 
ger and thirst after righteousness, but, 
alas, how tragically self-will thwarts the 
flow of the living waters. The stream of 
our life is mixed and muddy. We fight 
and pray and struggle. We redouble 
our resolutions. We see that we must 
experience an inner crucifixion; that the 
cross must be at the heart of our Chris- 
tian lives. We try to crucify ourselves, 
but all to no avail. Self cannot, will 
not, crucify self. In utter self-despair 
we sign our own death sentence, sinking 
into our death-union with the Crucified. 
We let go and let God, yielding our- 
selves in total self-surrender. Once and 
for ‘all we take by faith the position 
God gives us of death and resurrection 
with Christ. 

Such is the beginning of a life of 
Christian victory — but it is only a be- 
ginning. This death-position once taken 
must then be learned. The life of the 
Crucified must be received moment by_ 
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moment. There is the cross once and 
for all, and there is the “cross daily.” 
It is a lifelong process. “If any man 
will come after me, let him deny him- 
self, and take up his cross daily, and 
follow me” (Luke 9:23). The early dis- 
ciples must often have seen the long 
procession of murderers and criminals 
on their way to crucifixion, carrying 
their crosses, 


This matter of the cross once-for-all 
and the “cross daily” is what Bishop 
Moule calls an “inexhaustible paradox; 
on one side a true and total self-denial, 
on the other, a daily need of self-cruci- 
fixion.” We are followers of the Cru- 
cified. We must surrender to Him once- 
for-all. There is also what has been 
called the “spread-out-surrender, a sur- 
render which covers our whole sphere 
of action and lasts all our days.” The 
cross-life is not an attainment, but a 
lifelong attitude. It is not a goal, but a 
road. There is no ready-made holiness 
that we can put on like a suit of clothes. 
God does not show us everything at 
once, Those who have entered into the 
life of Christian victory will all their 
lives be making deeper discoveries of 
the depths of self. The Scriptural atti- 
tude, then, must ever be: “Not as 
though I had already attained.” 

In remarking upon the “cross daily” 
Bishop Moule insists that it is “without 
intermission, without holiday; now, to- 
day, this hour; and then, tomorrow! 
And the daily ‘cross’; a something which 
is to be the instrument of disgrace and 
execution. ... And what will that some- 
thing be? Just whatever gives occasion 
of ever deeper test to our self-surren- 
der; . . . just whatever exposes to shame 
and death the old aims, and purposes, 
and plans, the old spirit of self and its 
life.” 

New occasions, fresh tests, difficult 
circumstances — all bring us up against 
the question of the will of God, or the 
will of self. If we are hungry to go on 
with the Lord; if we have an appetite 
whetted for reality at any cost, then we 
will set our faces like a flint cross-ward. 
Each of us will find “his cross” in his 
daily pathway—waiting at his feet. 
Providential circumstances bring us up 
against choices which cross self. These 
will become the instruments of death to 
our own wills. 

The Bishop of Durham sums up the 
daily cross as: “Some small trifle of 
daily routine; a crossing of personal 
preference in very little things; accumu- 
lation of duties, unexpected interruption, 
unwelcome distraction. Yesterday these 
things merely fretted you and, inter- 
nally at least, ‘upset’ you. Today, on the 
contrary, you take them up, and stretch 
your hands out upon them, and let them 
be the occasion of new disgrace and 
deeper death for that old self-spirit. 
You take them up in loving, worshiping 
acceptance. You carry them to their 


Calvary in thankful submission. 
tomorrow you will do the same.” 

Many times you have cried, “Anything 
but that, Lord.” You have feared it 
might come upon you. And there it is, 
staring you in the face. To obey God 
will now cccasion new pain and shame 
and disgrace. But in the divine: wisdom 
it will apply Calvary more deeply to 
self. Take it up, therefore, stretch your 
hands out upon it, and there make a 
fresh’ break with self. When Christ 
shouldered His cross, He went forth to 
lay down His life. That is what you 
will do as His follower. He means you 
to embrace this new test as His instru- 
ment of your own undoing. There you 
unlearn self and learn Christ. That cir- 
cumstance, when embraced, is your 
“cross.” We must not think of our cross 
as something compulsory or unavoidable, 
such as misfortune, infirmity, or calam- 
ity. Our cross is the voluntary embrac- 
ing of a path which exposes self to fresh 
denial, disgrace, and. death, and which 
may actually cost us our life. When we 
embrace the. cross, Golgotha is our goal. 

Has some occasion caught the reader 
in a net of suspicion, slander, and humil- 
iation? Shrink not. “Expose yourself 
to the circumstances of His choice.” All 
things are subject to Christ, and all 
things work together for good to those 
who love God. Take up this circum- 
stance, therefore, as your cross, shoulder 
it and go forth to lose your life. The 
“world” knows only how to “take it on 
the chin.” But we take it up, embrace 
it as our cross, stretch out our hands 
upon it, and lay down our lives. We 
thus “put on the livery of humiliation 
worn by Christ.” 

You may be handicapped in health, 


(Continued on page 100) 


And 








Notes on Open Letters 


Must We Reject Magazines 
as Well as “’ Movies”? 


Not long ago I was asked a question 
which for a long time has puzzled me, 
even before this last facing of it. It has 
to do with the question of consistency in 
the Christian life. Many of us who name 
the name of Christ do not believe in at- 
tending the ‘movies because of the type 
of shows shown, the themes in the pic- 
tures, the fact that the show houses show 
no regard for the Lord’s Day, and because 
of the lives of many connected with the 
movie industry. 

Now here is the question long in my 
mind, and which was asked me a few 
days ago. “Is a Christian who believes 
thusly concerning the movies. consistent 
when he buys and reads magazines and 
newspapers which carry stories of crime, 
advertisements of eigarettes and liquors, 
and many times objectionable pictures?” 
Of course Christians who claim to. be in- 
telligent would soon not be if they stop- 
ped reading current magazines and news- 
papers. We would soon be hopelessly 
out-dated as far as present-day events are 
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concerned. To me it seems the problem 
of the movie attendance is much more 
easily disposed of than the problem of 
the magazines and newspapers, which 
are sold on Sunday, published on Sunday, 
etc. 


I would like an answer for this most 
practical problem, and I am sure other 
Christians have also faced this question. 
—A corporal, U. S. Infantry. 

A Christian should use discernment 
and care in choosing his reading, in order 
that he: may: not defile his mind, or dis- 
obey Paul’s injunction, “Redeeming the 
time, because the days are evil” (Eph. 
5:16). Christian’ parents have a more 
serious responsibility in this respect than 
others, for not only ought they to “walk 
circumspectly” themselves, but they 
should resolutely keep out of their homes 
magazines or newspapers that regularly 
publish stories or pictures that tend to 
arouse fleshly passions, cater to a morbid 
appetite for-the gruesome details of 
crime, and present utterly false and 
wicked ideas concerning home and mar- 
ried-life and the relationship between 
the sexes. Modern writers, artists, and 
photographers are. diabolically clever in 
pandering to man’s lowest nature. But 
it hardly seems practicable or-wise to 
refrain from reading all magazines or 
newspapers because they contain some 
objectionable things. 

The corporal has named four good 
reasons why a Christian should not attend 
the “movies.” To these might be added 
another, which he doubtless had in mind, 
that is, the danger of causing another 
weak or young Christian to stumble be- 
cause of our actions. 

Christians should allow one another a 
certain amount of liberty in regard to 
the reading of magazines and news- 
papers. Some feel it their duty never 
to subscribe to a magazine or take a 
daily paper that contains liquor adver- 
tising. That is their privilege, and it 
is a high stand to take. If all Christians 
throughout the country took the same 
stand, it would have the good effect of 
forcing some publishers to decline such 
advertising and thus curbing the liquor 
industry to some extent. Other Chris- 
tians, feeling the necessity of keeping 
informed on what is happening in the 
world today, believe that they may read 
some magazines and newspapers that 
contain advertising of liquor or ciga- 
rettes. They should not be harshly 
judged ‘for such a practice, for unless 
one is prepared to refuse to travel on 
trains and steamships where liquor is 
served and cigarettes are sold, he would 
not need to boycott all newspapers and 
periodicals that carry advertising of such 
things: This is a matter in which it is 
practically impossible to lay down rigid 
rules, and one in which each individual 
must seek to find God’s will for him, 

A good safeguard for our reading 
habits, as well as other things, is this 
text: . “Whether therefore ye eat, or 
drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the 
glory of God” -(I Cér.. 10:31). 
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The Christian “Go-Ye”’ 


Group 
By LAWRENCE SAINT 


Christ’s command, “Go ye”? The 
Christian “GO-YE” Group offers 
a definite and practical solution. First, 
members must be born-again, be con- 
nected with the church, and live sepa- 
rated lives. Second, the plan is to win 
souls to Christ, and non-church mem- 
ber Christians to the church, mainly in 
the following ways: 
1. LeapiInc A MEETING AND APPEALING FOR 
DECISIONS FOR CHRIST. 

2, SPEAKING DIRECTLY TO THE LOsT AND TrY- 
ING TO WIN THEM TO CHRIST. 

3. Writminc LETTERS TO THE UNSAVED. 

4. DistrisuTinc Bisies, Scripture Portions, 
OR CHRISTIAN TRACTS. 

5. MAKING A LIST OF THE UNSAVED AND PRAY- 
ING FoR THEM Dalry. 

6. Srrrvinc To Brinc THE UNSAVED TO CHURCH 
To HEAR THE GOSPEL. 

7. LOANING AND DISTRIBUTING 
LITERATURE. 

Our pastor, the Rev. A. F. Ballbach, 
Bethany Baptist Church, Fox Chase, 
Philadelphia, an earnest soul-winner, in 
the beginning gave us five minutes at 
@ morning church service to explain 
the “GO-YE” ideas. A mimeographed 
page stating plans was distributed, and 
thirty-four signed the tentative pledge. 
The work when organized with consti- 
tution and by-laws, active and associate 
pledges, was divided into the following 
groups: 


H: can Christians best obey 


CHRISTIAN 


1. Men’s Sout WINNING 

2. Women’s Sout WINNING. 
3. CHrIsTIAN LIBRARY. 

4. CHRISTIAN TRACT. 

We wanted the Holy Spirit to be the 
real leader of our work. The monthly 
meeting program includes “Prayer for 
a fresh infilling of the Holy Spirit for 
service.” Prayer is a dominant note in 
all our work. 

One of our first tasks was to locate 
persons not Christians, or those Chris- 
tians who had never jeined church, 
within our rightful church field. These 
included those who occasionally came 
to church, Sunday school scholars, their 
parents, brothers or sisters, and others. 
Eventually we had a card index of 174 
names. We now allocated these to the 
different groups. It is surprising to note 
the enthusiasm shown in some of our 
meetings which ran way over the hour 
mark. We meet at 3 p.m. Sunday after- 
noon on the fourth Sunday in the month. 


The different persons went forth, often ° 


two by two. The Word was opened to 
many, prayer had with some, and ear- 
nest appeals were made for decisions. 
The fruit has been most precious, though 
small. The workers were given joy and 
increased in prayer and boldness, but 
yet we felt a hindering atmosphere. 


A band of soul-winners whose witness 
has been greatly blessed 


Mr. Saint is the well-known Chris- 
tian artist who made one group of 
stained glass windows in the Wash- 
ington Cathedral and painted the 
mural in the Church of the Open 
Door, Philadelphia. His son Phil is 
following in his footsteps as a Chris- 
tian evangelist-cartoonist. The en- 
thusiastic group of personal workers 
of whom Mr. Saint writes in this 
article will celebrate the third anni- 
versary of their association in a spe- 
cial Sunday evening service on Feb- 
ruary 27 at the Bethany Baptist 
Church, Fox Chase, Philadelphia. 








We decided on a day of prayer and 
fasting — this latter left to the individ- 
ual as to how much he should do. From 
three to six o’clock in the main church 
auditorium the little groups gathered, 
folks coming and going at will, and with 
mimeographed lists, later destroyed, each 
group prayed aloud for every person 
by name. This happened two and a 
half years ago, and it is interesting to 
look over the list today to see how God, 
in different ways, answered our prayers, 
some for conversion, and some for those 
who have since come into the church. 

During the eighteen months from De- 
cember 17, 1941, to July 21, 1943, fifteen 
people with whom the Christian “GO-YE” 
Group have worked joined church on 
profession of faith in Christ, or rededi- 
cation. Of the persons fer which the 
group has worked and prayed one is now a 
teacher in the Sunday school; one, treas- 
urer of the Sunday school and vice- 
president of one of the men’s Bible 
classes; one sings in the choir, one at- 
tends Bible school, one teaches a monthly 
women’s Bible class. One of the mem- 
bers in a recent meeting said in sub- 
stance, “I knew I ought to win souls to 
Christ, but didn’t have the courage until 
I joined the ‘GO-YE’ Group.’” He has 
been going from house to house, speak- 
ing, or distributing tracts, and trying to 
win souls, and is an inspiration to the 
other members. A family who lived 
near the Pennypack Creek lost a child 
by drowning. One of our members went 
to the father in his sorrow and told him 
about the Lord, and he accepted Christ. 

We spent much work to get our Chris- 
tian library established. Fresh new 
books were selected with great care. We 
got several of Mrs. Grace Livingston 
Hill’s novels, missionary stories and 
biographies, works on Christian evi- 
dences, soul-winning books, and others. 
The money came in. We obtained sec- 


ondhand bookcases by the Lord’s bless- 
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ing. We had books to suit three different 
age groups, and placed them in different 
parts of the Sunday school. 

Our tract work is a great success. 
Attractive racks with appealing tracts — 
which are being used — are seen in many 
places, 

Our members wrote the material for 
“Friendly Little Letters for Sunday 
Workers.” We have distributed about 
4,000, many to soldiers, 

The material quoted below consists of 
extracts from a letter that was sent out 
to soldiers and others to show how dif- 
ferent people went about winning souls: 


“FIRSTHAND MATERIAL — Start — Stop 
Any PLACE 


“On a tourist boat going up the St. 
Lawrence, a woman leaning over the 
rail at a stopping place dropped over- 
board her handbag containing $100. 
Would the captain hold the boat? Could 
a diver be found? Everyone was con- 
cerned and sympathetic! A diver was 
secured, bolted on his weird armor, and 
sank out of sight. Finally word came 
—FOUND! People everywhere are 
concerned about money, cars, or life in- 
surance, but have not a care for their 
immortal souls, or the souls of others. 
But there are some busy people today 
who have settled the matter of their 
own soul’s welfare and are striving to 
help others. 


“Four Go-GETTERS 


“IT once met a Mr. Wood who had won 
an important prize for salesmanship for 
the H. J. Heinz Co., and yet he was an 
earnest winner of souls. One time I 
called upon W. G. A. Millar, who was 
then purchasing agent for the American 
Bridge Company. I learned that on his 
desk there were business papers repre- 
senting millions of dollars, yet Mr. Mil- 
lar also found time to talk to men about 
Christ, and to give talks about soul-win- 


_ning. Another man I know, whose work 


responsibility covers many millions of 
dollars yearly, is not too busy to win 
men to Christ. Although he said firms 
usually do not like men to talk religion 
during work time, he talked once for an 
hour during business to open the Word 
to a Jewish business associate. Mr. Sam- 
uel Robinson, co-founder and retired 
president of the great chain of grocery 
stores, The American Stores Company, 
not only gives out tracts, but writes a 
Christian message of definite appeal in 
his company’s monthly paper. 


“A Littte Map 

“In contrast to the busy businessmen’s 
efforts, even ehildren can win souls to 
Christ. I met a young girl the other 
day who had invited a friend of hers to 
go with her to the Church of the Open 
Door, Dr. MacPherson, pastor. The 
friend’s curiosity was awakened to see 
a baptismal service. She put up her 
hand when the appeal was given after 
the message, and went to the Inquiry 
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Room and got saved. Later she led one 
of her friends to the Lord. 


“OLp Exper HAIG 


“When I was a young man I worked in 
a small wallpaper store, and had to 
sweep the pavement every morning. Be- 
fore the stores were open old Elder Haig, 
despite his sore feet, hobbled along and 
threw neatly folded tracts into the en- 
trances of the stores. I eagerly watched 
for him, got behind the door, then came 
out to see and read what he had left. 
I never told him of his influence on my 
young life. Tracts are often arrows shot 
into the dark, and the archer does not 
know that sometimes these have hit the 
mark for Christ. Making the spiritual 
arrowhead sometimes costs much, James 
H. McConkey, who suffered so, could 
write fifteen minutes only a day at one 
period. On the other hand, Charles T. 
Lampman, brought up in Bethany 
Church, can do almost the work of a 
superman. With Christian vision, initi- 
ative, leadership, and enthusiasm, he 
helped to put tract work on an up-to- 
date basis. Through the Faithful Words 
Publishing Company he wrote, edited, 
and published tracts printed on different 
colored papers, with colored inks and 
novelty features, not to mention illus- 
trative cuts that were decorative and 
very effective. His writing is forceful 
and to the point, as shown in his book- 
let “Success with Tracts.” Our friend 
Charles is now a Staff Sergeant in the 
Army. 


“The Whole Armour of 


Battle of Tarawa 


“A Darine TESTIMONY 


“When I worked at Bendix, I had a 
little chat very early one morning with 
Samuel Austin Paul, father of Austin 
Paul, fiery missionary to Africa. He 
told me that years before he had worked 
at the Disston Saw Works. Here there 
was a long washing trough, probably of 
white enamel, where the machinists 
washed their hands. The dirt fell to the 
bottom of this and made a dark lining 
where unseemly remarks had been writ- 
ten. When Mr. Paul went to work there 
he took his finger and wrote in this 
coating of dirt ‘JESUS LOVES YOU.’ 
Naturally this was rather dramatic. 
Henceforth this Christian mechanic was 
called ‘John the Baptist. He told me 
that ‘opportunities opened up to preach 
Christ all day long.’ He also preached 
on the street at night. Now, white- 
haired and joyful in Christ, he still can 
work ten hours a day. 


“SATAN’S WEAPON 


“One thing that most people experi- 
ence when trying to win people to Christ 
is great fear — that ‘weak as water’ feel- 
ing. It is Satan’s way of keeping us from 
doing our duty. I sometimes pray that 
the Lord will literally throw me at peo- 
ple of whom I am afraid, and put words 
into my mouth. We need supernatural 
help to do the Lord’s supernatural work. 
Soul-winning drives us to Christ for 
cleansing, to the Bible for light, to our 
knees for the Holy Spirit’s power. 


God” at the 


How officers and men were protected by the shield 


of faith, the helmet of salvation, and the sword of 


the 


Spirit 


Inspiration, encouragement, and rebuke for us who are at home will all be 

found in these two remarkable letters just in from the South Pacific. These 

men, who are now fighting to preserve peace and freedom in America, are 

hoping and praying that when they return they will find that revival has 
come to our land. 


2nd Marine Regiment 
care Fleet Post Office 
San Francisco, Calif. 
January 10, 1944. 

Mr. Horace F. Dean, Chairman 

CHRIST FOR AMERICA 

Land Title Bldg. 

Philadelphia 

Dear Sir: 

Enclosea please find money orders 
amounting to $117, covering free-will 
gifts to evangelize our beloved homeland. 
We watch with keen interest your move- 
ment supported by our prayers. Below 
you will find a brief account of our past 
experiences. All the Christian men of 
our regiment have faced death, and 
many have given their lives that our 
loved ones at home might hear and wit- 
ness to our sinful nation of the glorious 
Gospel. 


Our battle-scarred regimeat seeks no 
honors, no laurels other than to return 
tg our homeland which has repented of 
its wickedness, and cast aside its des- 
perate selfishness of rapacious groups, 
and has come to the mystical union that 
flows forth from the Cross of Calvary. 

Victory through Christ, 
OFFICERS AND MEN 
2nd Marine Regiment 
N. J. Darling, Chaplain 


care Fleet P. O. 
San Francisco, Calif. 
December 26, 1943 

“Let the redeemed of the Lord say so, 
whom he hath redeemed from the hand 
of the enemy” (Psa. 107:2). 

No other words could express our tes- 
timony more than the words of this 
Psalmist. I know that all the Christian 
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men of my regiment join me in thank- 
ing you for your unceasing prayers 
made for us, and we know that “prayer 
changes things,” for they have been mar- 
velously answered, and it is He that hath 
gotten us the Victory! 


You will all rejoice when I tell you 
that aboard my ship we had about fifty 
men confess or reconsecrate their lives 
to Christ before the Battle of Tarawa 
(Gilbert Islands). This could not have 
been accomplished but for the co-opera- 
tion of the officers and especially the 
faithful personal work done by the 
Christian marines and sailors among 
their shipmates. They went to and fro 
all over the ship witnessing and bringing 
men to Christ. 


Foremost of those was Dick Offringa, 
Ted Colson, and Mike Boettcher, and 
many others who lived a daily Christian 
life. Roy Thaxton was again our tal- 
ented song leader. As he brought the 
message one night from the Word, six 
men accepted Christ. Dick Offringa sug- 
gested we have daily morning devotions 
at 6 am., and I wish you could have 
seen the numbers that turned out! Be- 
sides this we had our usual Bible class 
sessions and prayer meetings which 
added to His Kingdom weekly. 


As we drew near to the day of our 
attack we began to hold evangelistic 
services in the evenings. One night after 
the invitation had been given, more 
hands were raised than I could possibly 
accommodate in my stateroom, so I ex- 
plained the way of salvation to them 
and then invited all who wanted fur- 
ther help to come to my room. When I 
arrived it was so crowded I could 
scarcely get in, and with the assistance 
of Roy and Dick, twenty-two men ac- 
cepted Christ that night while others 
sought me out during the day. I know 
someone was praying for us, for nothing 
like this had ever happened before, so 
KEEP PRAYING! 


At the last service we held before that 
awful day of battle, I was particularly 
led to give the officers and men of the 
assault-waves the following verses from 
Psalm 108: “Who will bring me into 
the strong city?. .. Wilt not thou, O God 

. and wilt not thou, O God, go forth 
with our hosts? Give us help from trou- 
ble: for VAIN IS THE HELP OF MAN. 
THROUGH GOD WE SHALL DO VAL- 
IANTLY: for he it is that shall tread 
down our enemies.” 


Both the executive officers and com- 
pany commanders cf the first two waves 
were Christians, the two former officers 
accepting Christ as their Saviour aboard 
ship. Some of these men will be deco- 
rated in the near future for their valiant 
work. Roy Thaxton told me after the 
battle that it was miraculous —the spirit 
of the marines—even when everything 
seemed to be against them, victory hung 
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by a thread, and when the order to go 
forward was given, these men lost all 
sense of self and went forward with a 
spirit heretofore not seen. None other 
but the living God could have done these 
things. 

Mike Boettcher told me of how one of 
the Christian men of the front was lead- 
ing men to Christ in foxholes. I wish 
I could write all the personal testimonies 
of the men, but it is impossible here. 
As for myself, the landing craft I was 
riding in was hit and sunk in a few 
minutes, but no one was hit or drowned. 
While kneeling in the bottom of another 
craft and seeing our rear gunner crumple 
at his gun and hearing bullets rake our 
craft, one’s helplessness is so childlike, 
and fear gripped my heart. It was then 
that the words from the second verse 
of “Jesus, Lover of My Soul” quieted 
my troubled mind; “Cover my defence- 
less head, with the shadow of Thy wing.” 
This song will always be dear to me, 
for I know now some of its meaning 


Archeology and the Age 


6. Solomon's Successors 


put there by its godly author, Charles 
Wesley. 

I feel I have been unfair to many of 
the other Christian men of our old Bible 
class there in New Zealand who were 
aboard other ships of our convoy and 
who were faithful in their witnessing 
for Christ; such as Francis Benedict, Lin- 
ton Moudy, Aubrey McCullough, Kenneth 
Kempton, Dodson Smith, William Daub, 
Lucian Pellan, Gilbert Arnold, Bill 
Travis, Robert Moffet, and many others. 
We are glad to welcome to our fellow- 
ship in Christ Victor Kilman, already a 
licensed Baptist minister. I know I am 
most fortunate in having Vic as my 
clerk, for there is no fellowship like that 
with those who are called “according 
to His purpose.” 

We ask you to continue to carry us 
and the work of the Kingdom to the 
Throne of Grace. 

Victory through Christ, 
NORMAN J. DARLING, 
Chaplain, USNR 


of Solomon 


Byj JOSEPH P. FREE, Ph.D., 


Assoc. Prof. of Archeology, Wheaton College 
Archeological Editor of The Sunday School Times 


FTER Solomon’s death his kingdom 

was divided, with Rehoboam, his 
son, ruling in the south, and Jeroboam 
reigning over the northern tribes. Dur- 
ing the course of the Northern Kingdom 
there were nineteen kings, and there 
were also nineteen kings in the Southern 
Kingdom. 

We find that interesting archeological 
illumination and confirmation has been 
found concerning many of these kings 
who followed Solomon. Turning first 
to the Northern Kingdom, we discover 
that in the excavation of the capital city 
of the northern tribes, Samaria, three 
palaces were found, which are assigned 
to Omri, Ahab, and Jeroboam II, who 
were the sixth, seventh, and thirteenth 
kings of the north. The Bible records 
that Ahab had an ivory palace (1 Kings 
22:39); the palace assigned to him was 
found to have been faced with white 
marble, which would give it a beautiful 
shining appearance so that it could ap- 
propriately be called an “ivory palace.” 
Dr. Clarence Fisher, the archeologist, 
pointed out to the writer that the ivory 
decorations found on the inside of the 
palace gave further reason for referring 
to the palace as an “ivory house.” 

Jehu, the tenth king of the north, is 
referred to in the records of Shalmaneser 
III of Assyria. Shalmaneser left a rec- 
ord on a stone monument called “The 
Black Obelisk,” listing those who paid 
tribute to him. On one of the panels 
of this monument there is a picture of 
a person bent low before Shalmaneser, 


and the inscription reads: “Tribute of 
Jehu, son of Omri. Silver, gold, a golden 
bowl, a golden beaker, golden goblets, 
pitchers of gold, lead, staves for the 
hand of the king, javelins, I received 
from him.” (D. D. Luckenbill, “Ancient 
Records of Assyria and Babylonia,” Vol. 
I, par. 590.) 


There were two Jeroboams who ruled 
over Israel; one was the first king and 
the other was the thirteenth king. Con- 
firmation of this name came to light 
when a seal was found in the excava- 
tions at Megiddo which bore the words, 
“Belonging to Shema, the servant of 
Jeroboam.” 


Archeological evidence of Menahem, 
sixteenth king of Israel, was found in 
the inscriptions on the walls of the 
palace of Tiglath-pileser III at Nineveh, 
which tell of the tribute of Menahem. 
The records of Tiglath-pileser III also 
tell us of the last two kings of the north, 
Pekah and Hoshea. It is thrilling to see 
these extra-Biblical evidences of the 
kings of Scripture as they have appeared 
in the archeological discoveries of the 
last hundred years. 


When we turn to the Southern King- 
dom, we find evidence of these: kings. 
The name of Azariah (also rendered as 
Uzziah) was found on a seal. Ahaz, the 
eleventh king of Judah, is listed on the 
monuments of Tiglath-pileser III of As- 
syria, and Hezekiah, the twelfth king, 
figures prominently in the records of 
Sennacherib, king of Assyria. Senna- 
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cherib does not boast of taking Jeru- 
salem from Hezekiah, but merely says 
that he shut up Hezekiah like a “bird 
in a cage.” Thus his record confirms the 
Biblical indication that he did not cap- 
ture Jerusalem. 

Manasseh, the thirteenth king of 
Judah, is listed in the archeologicai rec- 
ords left by Esarhaddon of Assyria, and 
the name of the eighteenth king of 
Judah, Jehoiachin, was found on a seal 
in the excavations of Albright and Kyle 
at Kirjath Sepher. Thus we find defi- 
nite archeological evidence for the kings 
of Judah as well as for the kings of 
Israel, 

In addition to the kings of Judah and 
Israel, many other rulers of foreign 
countries are recorded in the Bible. A 
very ‘interesting study of all of those 
kings given in the Old Testament was 
made by Dr. Robert Dick Wilson, the 
Semitic scholar. He examined over one 
hundred thousand references and in- 
scriptions which have largely been 
brought forth as the result of archeolog- 
ical research. He found that forty-one 
of the kings in the Old Testament from 
the time of Abraham down to the end 
of the Old Testament period are also 
found in the ancient inscriptions and 
documents. These forty-one kings in- 
clude the names of five Egyptian kings: 
Shishak, So, Tirhakah, Necho, and 
Hophra; five Assyrian kings: ‘Tiglath- 
pileser, Shalmaneser, Sargon, Senna- 
cherib, and Esarhaddon; and also five 
Babylonian, five Persian, nine Hebrew 
kings, and also kings of various other 
countries, such as that of Mesha, King 
of Moab (2 Kings 3:4). 

The remarkable thing about these 
kings’ names is that every one of the 
names can be recognized perfectly in 
the contemporary documents of the 
countries over which they reigned. On 
the other hand, Dr. Wilson points out 
that of the forty-one kings of Assyria 
in the lists of the historian Africanus, 
only one name is recognizable, and it is 
misspelled. The Bible is truly no ordi- 
nary historical work. (Robert Dick Wil- 
son, “A Scientific Investigation of the 
Old Testament,” pp. 72-83. A popular 
account of this study is given by Floyd 
Hamilton in “The Basis of Christian 
Faith,” pp. 183-184. Since Dr. Wilson’s 
study was made, even more light has 
come to hand concerning the kings of 
the Bible.) 

We have found in examining the evi- 
dence of the age of Solomon that it 
corroborates the Bible as a trustworthy 
Book. We find that critical statements 
of the past are being corrected by the 
archeological discoveries of today, and 
that we do not have evidence that would 
compel us to regard the books of the 
Old Testament as “sacred legend,” but 
that they are worthy of our confidence 
and trust. “For ever, O Lord, thy word 
is settled in heaven” (Psa, 119:89). 


THe EN». 
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FEBRUARY 20. JESUS TEACHES TRUE GREATNESS 


Lesson 8. International Uniform Lesson. — Mark 9:30 to 10:45, printed text, Mark 9:33-39, 10:13-16, 42-45 


Golden Text. The Son of man came not tc be ministered unto, but 
to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many. Mark 10:45 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Mark 9:33 And he came to Capernaum: and being in the house 
he asked them, What was it that ye disputed among yourselves 
by the way? 

34 But they held their peace: for by the way they had dis- 
puted among themselves, who should be the greatest. 

35 And he sat down, and called the twelve, and saith unto 
them, If any man desire to be first, the same shall be last of all, 
and servant of all. 

36 And he took a child, and set him in the midst of them: and 
when he had taken him in his arms, he said unto them, 

37 Whosoever shall receive one of such children in my name, 
receiveth me: and whosoever shall receive me, receiveth not me, 
but him that sent me. 

38 And John answered him, saying, Master, we saw one casting 
out devils in thy name, and he followeth not us: and we forbad 
him, because he followeth not us. 

39 But Jesus said, Forbid him not: for there is no man which 
shall do a miracle in my name, that can lightly speak evil of me. 

Chap. 10:13 And they brought young children to him, that he 
should touch them: and his disciples rebuked those that brought 
them. 


14 But when Jesus saw it, he was much displeased, and said 
unto them, Suffer the little children to come unto me, and forbid 


‘them not: for of such is the kingdom of God: _ 


15 Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not receive the 
kingdom of God as a little child, he shall not enter therein. 

16 And he took them up in his arms, put his hands upon them, 
and blessed them. 

42 But Jesus called them to him, and saith unto them, Ye 
know that they which are accounted to rule over the Gentiles 
exercise lordship over them; and their great ones exercise author- 
ity upon them. 

43 But so shall it not be among you: but whosoever will be 
great among you, shall be your minister: 

44 And whosoever of you will be the chiefest, shall be servant 
of all. 

45 For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, 
but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many. 

The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 


“righted by the International Council of Religious Education 
and used by permission. 






























The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Lit.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chieage 


Approach to the Lesson 
O BARUCH, God said through the 
prophet Jeremiah, “Seekest thou 
great things for thyself? seek them 
not” (Jer. 45:5). Our blessed Lord, in 
the days of His humiliation here on 
earth, emphasized the importance of 
self-abnegation as a first requisite of the 
path of discipleship. He Himself chose 
to take the lowly way, and all who 
would follow Him must deny self and 
seek the honor that comes from God 
only. This is the very opposite to the 
way of the world. It is the pushing, en- 
ergetic, self-assertive man who carves 
a name for himself in earth’s halls of 
fame. It is the meek and humble fol- 
lower of Christ who will be recognized 
in the day when the Lord makes up His 
jewels. 

Because of their confiding trust and 
guileless simplicity, little children were 
recognized by the Lord Jesus Christ as 
the ideal subjects of the Kingdom of 
Heaven, It was a child whom He called 
and set in the midst as an illustration 
to His disciples of what His followers 
should be. Notice the order. Jesus 
called. The child came. He was placed 
in the midst. To hear His voice, to obey 
His Word, and to trust His grace is to 
insure recognition from the Lord of 
Heaven. Pride, which is so natural to 
sinners, who have nothing to be proud 
of, is hateful to God. “Though the Lord 
be high, yet hath he respect unto the 
lowly: but the proud he knoweth afar 


off” (Psa. 138:6). Our colored friends 
are right when they sing: 
The quickest way up is down; 
You may climb up high 
And try and try, 
But the quickest way up is down. 


The Historical Setting 


The first part of our lesson has to do 
with a scene that took place in Caper- 
naum in about September, A.D. 29. 
Shortly afterward, the Lord Jesus left 
Galilee and began a leisurely journey 
through Perea on the east of the Jor- 
dan, toward Judea (Mark 10:1). It was 
while on this journey that Jesus blessed 
the little children and rebuked James 
and John for their worldly ambition. 
This was in January, A.D. 30, according 
to the best authorities. 


Verse by Verse 

Mark 9:33.—“What was it that ye dis- 
puted among yourselves by the way?” 
They did not realize that their thoughts 
were known to Him. He did not need 
to hear their words to know what was 
in their hearts. 


Verse 34—“They had disputed among 
themselves, who should be the greatest.” 
Failing to recognize the true character 
of the Kingdom of God, they thought 
of it as a place for worldly advance- 
ment and so contended with each other 
as to their respective merits and likeli- 
hood of prominence when the Kingdom 
should actually be set up. 


Verse 35.—“If any man desire to be 
first, the same shall be last of all, and 
servant of all.” He who will be most 
highly honored in the Kingdom of God 
is the one who seeks no honor for him- 


self, but lays himself out for the bless- 
ing of others, 

Verse 36.—“He took a child, and set 
him in the midst of them.” Children 
felt they could trust the Lord Jesus. 
His very grace and gentleness attracted 
them to Him. So the little one came at 
His bidding and wonderingly took his 
place among the surprised disciples. 


Verse 37—“Whosoever shall receive 
one of such children in my name, re- 
ceiveth me.” The little one was His 
plenipotentiary, for His is a Kingdom 
of love and lowliness. And when He is 
received, the Father, who sent Him, is 
received. It is in the heart of the meek 
and contrite that God loves to dwell 
(Isa. 66:1, 2). 


Verse 38.—“He followeth not us: and 
we forbad him.” Evidently to empha- 
size their loyalty to Christ in spite of 
the implied rebuke, John spoke up and 
told how they had forbidden a man to 
cast out demons because he was not of 
their company. Such an attitude is com- 
mon to many today who think more of 
sectarian affiliation than of the carrying 
on of the work of the Lord. 


Verse 39.—“There is no man which 
shall do a miracle in my name, that can 
lightly speak evil of me.” The very fact 
that this man acted in the name of Jesus 
Christ indicated his faith in Him. Where 
His name is thus acknowledged, He will 
be loved and honored, at least in 
measure. 


Chap. 10:13—“They brought young 
children to him, . . . and his. disciples 
rebuked ... them.” Parents who felt 
that the Lord would be interested in 


their little ones brought them to Him 


el 
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that He might lay His hands upon them 
in blessing. The disciples, little under- 
standing the heart of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, tried to restrain the parents, as 
though their Master could not be trou- 
bled with the children. 


Verse 14.—“Suffer the little children to 
come unto me, and forbid them not: for 
of. such is the kingdom of God.” The Sav- 
iour was displeased with the attitude of 
the disciples and invited the parents to 
bring the children, assuring them that 
the’ little ones were typical members 
of the Kingdom, because of their im- 
plicit faith in Him. 

Verse 15.—“Whosoever shall not re- 
ceive the kingdom of God asa little 
child, he shall not enter therein.” Only 


‘as we manifest the same childlike faith, 


do we become subjects of the Kingdom. 


Verse 16—‘“He took them up in his 
arms, put his hands upon them, and 
blessed them.” Even so, parents may be 
assured today that, though unseen by 
mortal eye, He takes our children in 
His loving arms and gives them His 
blessing as we bring them to Him in 
faith. 

Verse 42.—“‘Their great ones exercise 
authority upon them.” It was very dif- 
ficult for the disciples to dissociate the 
thought of a Kingdom from positions of 
prominence for themselves. But the 
Kingdom of which Jesus is Lord is a 
Kingdom of love, where all are to seek 
the blessing of others and lowly serv- 
ice takes the place of haughty authority. 
The kingdoms of the nations are not like 
this. There the great lord it over those 
of lesser degree. 


Verse 43.—“But so shall it not be 
among you.” In the Kingdom of God, 


‘the very opposite rule prevails. Those 


whose greatness Heaven recognizes are 
those who labor for the blessing of their 
fellows. 


Verse 44—“‘Whosoever of you will -be 
the chiefest, shall be servant of all.” 
Our Lord Himself is the pre-eminent 
example here. He who was Lord of all 
became servant of all that men might 
be brought to God. We are called to 
follow in His steps. 


Verse 45.—“The Son of man came... 
to give his life a.ransom for many.” He 
left the glory of the Father’s. side and 
came into this world, becoming a man 
in order that He might die. Never once 
did He seek recognition from men. He 
was content to be despised and rejected, 
in order that He might accomplish His 
great mission of redemption. How dare 
we, who owe everything for eternity to 
His humiliation, aspire to worldly honor 
and seek the approbation of our fellows 
rather than the approval of God? 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Humility is one of the loveliest flowers 
that springs up in the garden of the re- 
generated heart: We are all inelined to 
pride and vanity by nature. ‘When-the 


Last Week’s Lesson 


7. February 13.—Jesus on the Mountain 
and in the Valley .......... Mark 9:2-29 


Next Week’s Lesson 
9. February 27.—Jesus Presents Himself 
as the Messiah ...... Mark 11:1 to 12:44 








Spirit. of Christ possesses us, we mani- 
fest that lowliness and meekness which 
ever characterized our blessed Lord. To 
many this seems like slavish servility, 
but it is the very opposite. Greatness 
is evidenced by one’s readintss to deny 
self and to serve others for His sake, 
who came not to be ministered unto, 
but to minister, and to give His life a 
ransom for all. We cannot share in His 
atoning or redemptive work, but we can 
and should follow Him in His life of 
patient service for the blessing of a 
needy world. 


A Lesson Outline 
TRUE GREATNESS 
The greatness of service (chap. 9:35) 
The greatness of unselfishness (v. 37) 
The greatness of non-sectarianism (vs. 
39, 40) 

The greatness of childlike faith (10:15) 
The greatness of self-abnegation (v. 45) 


‘Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


When our Lord said of the little ones, 
“Of such is the kingdom of God,” this 
was not to imply that the children do 
not need to be regenerated in order to 
enter truly into that Kingdom. They 
come of a lost race, and are by nature 
children of wrath. But their simple faith 
makes them the ideal subjects of the 
Kingdom, and in this they are examples 


_to us all. 


He followeth not us. We are all prone 
to overestimate the importance of our 
own particular group and to underrate 
others who do not’see eye to eye with 
us. But the supreme test is the heart’s 
attitude toward Christ. God is not deal- 
ing with any party to the exclusion of 
others. His presence, by the Spirit, is 
not confined to any one special company 
of believers, however sound they may be. 
He recognizes all as His children who 
trust His Son, and He owns everything 
that is of Himself in each one, whatever 
their associations may be. 


Applications and Summaries 


Think of redeemed sinners, who de- 
served only eternal judgment, disputing 
as to who will be greatest and who will 
hold the most honorable positions in the 
Kingdom of God! 

Our Lord made Himself of no reputa- 
tion, and now God has highly exalted 
Him and given Him a name above every 
name (Phil. 2:5-11). This is according 
to the divine order, that he who casts 
away his life shall find it unto life 
eternal. 

In our very effort to be true to Christ 
and His revealed Word, it is possible to 
misjudge -our brethren who do -not- see 
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all that we do, or that we think we do, 
and so we would coldly forbid them to 
labor for Christ because they follow not 
with us. 

The spirit of sectarianism is ever of- 
fensive to Christ, whose love led Him 
to give His life a ransom for all, and 
who is ever ready to recognize and re- 
ward the least evidence of love for His 
name. 

When James and John sought exalted 
positions in the coming Kingdom, they 
showed how little they understood its 
true nature. The rebuke of the Lord 
Jesus was not in anger, but in love, that 
they might learn the true meaning of 
participation in His sufferings, in order 
to share in the glories to follow. 

CHICAGO. 

we 


Questions for Teacher and Class 
HAT lesson did Christ teach when He 
placed the child in the midst? 

2. How can grown people be like 
children? 
3. Why did the disciples rebuke those who 
brought small children to the Lord? 


4. What is the chief contrast between 
worldly leaders and spiritually minded 
servants of Christ? 


5. How may we determine whether a 
person is a true Christian or not? 

6. Why did Christ discourage His disciples 
against seeking personal greatness? 

7. On what are rewards in the Kingdom 
based? 


8. In what respect is one who serves 
greater than one who receives service? 


(Answers on page 97) 
bd 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Old Mr. Human Nature.—If any man 
desire to be first, the same shall be last 
(Mark 9:35). It is something to rejoice 
over that the men the Lord Jesus 
selected for His disciples were those of 
the ordinary “run of the mine.” Even 
as you and I, 

Rome had little Palestine by the neck 
and was choking the life out of her by 
taxing to the limit. Zacchzus and his 
offer to “restore . . . fourfold” gives a 
good idea. 

Now here was the promised Messiah 
with all Heaven’s powers. He had legions 
of angels to fight for Him, as He told 
them. An army under the Lord Jesus’ 
leadership could operate without wounds 
or deaths or a commissary department. 
Christ could cure wounds and multiply 
food. Napoleon said an army travels 
on its stomach! 

The disciples expected the Lord Jesus 
to do what Napoleon did for his family 
and friends. Mrs. Zebedee had her eyes 
open! The disciples were running true 
to human nature to want a good place 
in the new government. They got over 
it! 
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With apologies to Leigh Hunt the fol- 
lowing is printed: 

Abou Ben Bolton a good churchy chap 

Awoke one day from a nice little nap, 

And saw, within the soft light of his 
cozy nook, 

An angel writing in a big golden book. 

“What writest thou?” asked Ben. The 
angel said, 

“The names of those whom Heaven 
moves up head.” 

“Then I’m not in it. High up there I’d 
fail; 

I'll give my Lord my best and serve 
down tail.” 

The angel wrote and left. 
day 

Back came he, and in the same old 
way 

He showed the names of those God put 
up head, 

And, lo, Abou Ben Bolton’s name was 
one that led. 


Years ago in school one of the girls 
wrote this in my autograph album, 
“True worth need take no pains to dis- 
play itself.” 

Faith in the Hospital—Whosoever 
shall not receive the kingdom of God 
as a little child, he shall not enter 
therein (chap. 10:15). Some years ago 
the late Mr. Paul Thompson, the presi- 
dent of one of Philadelphia’s largest 
banks, told me the story of a little girl 
in the operating room of a hospital. The 
little girl was the daughter of a friend 
of Banker Thompson. 

This story was printed in the Tres, 
and the Editor wrote a graphic intro- 
duction to it. He had gone under the 
ether cone four times. The story later 
was published as a tract, with the title 
“Under the Ether Cone.” Liberty Maga- 
zine also reprinted it. The little story 
has been widely circulated and greatly 
blessed. 

The little girl in the operating room 
was much disturbed by the surgeon and 
nurses in white. “What are you going 
to do to me?” 

“Put you to sleep and take away that 
bad pain that makes you cry.” 

“Why, Doctor, I always say my prayers 
when I go to sleep.” 

So they had to take her off of the 
litter, and she kneeled down on the floor 
and said, “Now I lay me,” etc. 

This story, told in detail, has been 
furnished by the thousands to hospitals. 
Dr. Howard Kelly of Baltimore and Dr. 
W. D. Mayo of Rochester both have used 
the story. Dr. Thomas Parran, Surgeon 
General of the Army, got thousands of 
them for his hospitals. 

The story has the magic effect of tak- 
ing the persons going into an operation 
back to the “little child” period, when 
they implicitly believed and trusted God. 

It has been seven years since the 
Times printed the great story. Perhaps 
if a lot [italics ours.—Ed.] of the readers 
would ask for it, the Editor might put 
it in as “a request number.” It most 


The next 


beautifully illustrates this text, when 
the story is read in its entirety, with 
its description of its effect in a hospital 
ward. 

The Corporation Slaves.—Whosoever 
of you will be the chiefest, shall be 
servant of all (v. 44). The other day 
I reinvested some money for a member 
of the family in the stock of the Chase 
National Bank of New York, the largest 
bank in the world, with deposits amount- 
ing to more than $3,600,000,000. I re- 
ceived a letter from the president, Mr. 
H. D. Campbell, welcoming me as a 
stockholder, and saying some nice things 
in the connection. 

Of course, this was orfly a “form let- 
ter,” and Mr. Campbell ad signed hun- 
dreds of them in advance. But it is a 
nice gesture, and I like it. 

I wrote to President Campbell tell- 
ing him he was nou working for me, 
and I felt pretty sure he was going to 
give me the best that was in him in 
managing my property. That is to say, 
“Mr. Chiefest,” the president, was now 
my “servant.” 

Ever since the administration has 
made public the salaries of great cor- 
porations, there have been those who 
have criticized the big salaries. Let me 
tell you these men earn every dollar. 
They give their lives in the service to 
their corporation. 
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fs your life worth $50,000 a year or 
more? 

Listen! How many ex-Presidents of 
the United States are living? Just one, 
Mr. Hoover. There is no living ex-presi- 
dent of the Pennsylvania Railroad. 
There is no living ex-president of the 
Reading Railway Company. There ‘is no 
living ex-president of the great Bethle- 


hem Steel Company. And so on with. 


many other great corporations of the 
five-and-six-figure salaries. 

Mr. Charles M. Schwab of the Bethle- 
hem Steel Company got $250,000 a year 
salary. At his death it was found he 
was not only penniless but deeply in 
debt. I merely mention this to show 
that in the “chiefest” places all is not 
“peaches and cream.” 

Jesus was stating a great truth. The 
“Head Man,” the “Big Chief,” the “Old 
Man” is the hardest worker of all; and 
is a “slave” to his organization. Indeed, 
did not the Master himself demonstrate 
the statement He makes? 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
we 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times and Christian Youth, 
in all departments; for the writers of 
lesson articles, and other contributors; 
and for God’s blessing upon the contents 
of the two papers. 










































































































































‘~The Illustration Round Table 


: Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for the 
ear and explaining the conditions under which 
ustrations are accep may be had from 
the Times for 10 cents. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three months 
in advance of the lesson, and should not be 
po from. earlier ‘Illustration- Round 
Ta ." Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Because of the 
ergs r shortage, readers are asked to 
it the total submitted on each lesson to 
. four illustrations. 
’ John Williams’ Ministry—The Son of 
man .came not to be ministered unto, 
but to minister, and to give his life 
@.ransom for many (Golden Text). John 
Williams, one of the pioneer missionaries 
to.the Society Islands in the Southern 
Pacific, went out when he was only about 
twenty years of age. He had learned 
the. trade of a mechanic at home, and 
used his skill on the mission field, teach- 
ing the natives how to make houses, 
furniture, boats, and articles of metal. 
He led the natives in raising sugar cane, 
and built a sugar mill so that they might 
become self-supporting. He reduced 
their language to writing, and drew up 
a code of laws for them. His first bap- 
tismal group numbered seventy. In a 
boat which he built himself he visited 
many of the surrounding islands, carry- 
ing the good news of the Gospel. He 
laid down his life for the people he 
loved, for he was finally murdered by 
some fierce natives of the New Hebrides, 
who mistook him for a cruel trader.— 
By John W. Lane, Jr., in The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Mrs. S. Otis Roe, 
Lynn, Mass. 
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Singing Shoe Christians—. . . for by 
the way they had disputed among them- 
selves, who should be the greatest (Mark 
9:34). A Papuan bought a pair of shoes 
from the missionary. Questioned later 
whether they fitted, he said: “They fit 
all right, but they do not sing out.” He 
wished: shoes that would give out a 
creaking sound as he walked compla- 
cently into church. Too many of us are 
disappointed if we do not make a noise 
in our comings and goings. Why pray 
if not for others to hear? Why give 
alms except to the flourish of trumpets? 
Why fast unless we are seen? After 
all the important question is whether 
the duties we are invited to put on are 
our size. Never mind if they do not 
“sing out,” provided only that they fit, 
—From the Secret Place. Sent by Emma 
C. Fisk, Boonville, N. Y. 


No “Chance” at All.—Suffer the little 
children to come unto me, and forbid 
them not: for of such is the kingdom of 
God (Chap. 10:14). An airman, pretty 
badly smashed up, was brought back 
from “Somewhere in France,” to a hos- 
pital, “Somewhere in the north of Eng- 
land.” After the doctor had patched 
him up as best he could, he turned to 
the airman in the next bed. “Say, mate, 
can you help a fellow with a bit of re- 
ligion?” he asked. “Sorry, chum,” the 
man replied, “I’m afraid I can’t, but 
you'll be all right; a lady visits here on 
Thursdays with Gospels and tracts; she’ll 
put you right!” “Well, I may, not be 
here on Thursday,” he said. “Can’t you 
do anything?” Presently he turned 
again to the fellow in the next bed. 
‘T’ve been thinking. I don’t know if 
it’s a bit out of the Bible or part of a 
hymn, but some words keep running 
through my mind: ‘Jesus said, Suffer 
the children to come unto me, for of 
such is the kingdom of heaven.’” “Yes, 
that’s in the Bible, all right, mate.” 
“Well, if Jesus Christ wanted the chil- 
dren to come to Him, do you think He’d 
have me, for I know I jolly well need 
Him? Anyway, I’m going to ask Him!” 
He pulled the sheet up over his head; 
that sheet never came down again! 
“Him that cometh unto me, I will in no 
wise cast out. . . . Come unto me all 
ye.” I was telling that story to a group 
of airmen at Kingston, Ontario, some 
months ago, when one U.T. pilot in train- 
ing camp came up to me afterward and 
asked, “Padre, do you think that fellow 
had any chance?” I replied, “No! He’d 
no chance at all; he’d an absolute cer- 
tainty !"—From Prairie Pastor. Sent by 
Mrs. Robert Vining, Piedmont, W. Va. 
Prize illustration. 


Mother Goose,—or the Gospel.—Suf- 
fer the little children to come unto me, 
and forbid them not (v. 14). In my 
first pastorate a little girl of seven sat 
on my knee and witnessed a good, in- 
telligent confession of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. She has been a missionary in 
Africa for over twenty-five years. It is 
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School of the 


BIBLE 


A fast-growing Bible School ideally 
located in the great Northwest. Capable, 
devoted faculty; enthusiastic student 
body. A Bible-centered curriculum — 
fully accredited. Tuition FREE, ex- 
penses low. 


“Built with Prayer” 


Write for Catalog and particulars. 
Interesting tract “The Sin of Trying to be Good” 
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Christian Sanatorium Midland Park, N. J. 


all right to teach a child about trees and 
flowers and insects, but it is all wrong 
not to teach them of the Christ who 
loved them and gave Himself for them. 
A child who can learn, “There was an 
old woman who lived in a shoe,” can 
learn John 3:16. I am not advocating 
cutting out Mother Goose entirely, but 
I am positively in favor of putting in 
some of God’s eternal truih. If some of 
the “everlasting Gospel” is taught the 
little child, there will be something 
stable in his life when the time comes 
that he knows no old woman ever did 
live in a shoe—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Mrs. S. Otis Roe, 
Lynn, Mass. 


Her Little Daughter Told Her.—Who- 
soever shall not receive the kingdom of 
God as a little child, te shall not enter 
therein (v. 15). A minister and his 
mother stopped at a little Chinese store 
to see the children who attended, their 
primary Sunday school. Heretofore, 
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about all that could be said was: “How 
are you? We are glad the children 
come. Good-by.” But this time Mrs. 
Chong seemed excited. She left her 
children and drew the mother aside, and 
with beaming face and broken English 
said: . “I know God now. I know Jesus. 
I all same you now. Amoe she tell me. 
She tell me all you say. I pray now God. 
Before, I plenty trouble. Now, no mat- 
ter. Before, I plenty angry. Now, no 
more. ._ When children grow up I go 
church all time. I all same kind of like 
you now.” They started to tell her more 
of the way, but she interrupted: “I 
know, I know, Amoe she tell.” And 
Amoe is in the Primary class only !— 
From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by L. G. James, Toronto, Can. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


Topay’s SUGGESTION 


¢¢T DON’T like our Sunday school 

’cause it’s just like school. The 
teacher tells us animal stories and things. 
I’d rather go to the school George goes 
to, ’cause his teacher tells them Bible 
stories about Jonah and David, and. lots 
of stories about Jesus. Why don’t we 
have stories like that in our Sunday 
school?” 

And we echo his query, “Why not have 
Bible stories in Sunday school?” You 
would be amazed at the number of Pri- 
mary classes that are being fed a regular 
diet of nature stories, all about the birds 
and the bees and flowers and rabbits. 

If you are unfortunate enough to be 
furnished with a quarterly of the nature 
story type, somehow work in a Bible 
story of your own selection. Don’t let 
the children go home without having 
had a bit of Bible story or verse in- 
stalled in their minds. Many lesson 
writers for Primary classes seem to think 
small children cannot understand Bible 
stories, but they are mistaken. God 
made the Bible simple, so even kinder- 
garten children, Beginners class, can 
learn Bible stories, 

Today’s suggestion is the remark of a 
seven-year-old boy. He is honestly tired 
of animal stories, having had them all 
week. Refresh him and the other chil- 
dren with a Bible story every Sunday, 
whether there is one in the quarterly or 
not. 

Topay’s LESSON 


1. The people in the lesson. 
The Lord Jesus Christ, young children, 
their mothers, the disciples. 


2. The lesson story. 

This is one of the most beautiful pic- 
tures we have of the Lord Jesus Christ 
in His earthly life, surrounded by little 
children, taking them in His arms and 
blessing them, and rebuking those who 
would send them away. It should for- 
ever answer those who think that chil- 
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dren must reach adolescence before they 
can accept Christ. Christ said that day, 
“Suffer the little children to come unto 
me.” 


Make this lesson just as personal as 
you can to the children. One of the 
pictures of Christ blessing the children 
would be very good to use today. Then 
there is a song we used to sing, “I think 
when I read that sweet story of old,” 
that would be very fitting. You will 
find that the little child’s heart responds 
to the love of the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
so often the child will say, “I wish Jesus 
lived here now; I wish I could see Him.” 


That gives you the opening for telling 
them that the Lord Jesus loves the chil- 
dren today just as much as He did those 
children in Galilee or Judea, and that 
we can love Him, and some day we shall 
see Him if we take Him for our Saviour. 
Some day He will welcome each one of 
us to the mansion prepared for us. 


Once a little girl asked me if she could 
have a pink house when she reached 
Heaven. I replied that if a pink house 
was needed to make her perfectly happy 
in Heaven, she would have a pink house, 
That satisfied her for years but one day 
she said, “Mother, I want to ask you 
something. Do you suppose Jesus will 
make me have a pink house in Heaven 
because I asked for one so many times? 
I don’t want one now. I wouldn’t even 
like it.” I answered, “No. He knows 
better than we do what will make us 
happy.” Heaven is very real to children. 
The Lord Jesus Christ is very real and 
personal if you make Him so to them. 

MopestTo, CALir. 

we 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, the disciples who fol- 

lowed the Lord Jesus Christ day by 
day, who talked with Him, ate, and slept 
with Him; who stood by Him as He 
preached to the multitudes, and heard 
His marvelous words of wisdom; yes, 
even these privileged companions of 
Jesus Christ got all wrong in their think- 
ing. At least three of their blunders are 
indicated in our lesson for today, and 
the way in which the Lord Jesus cor- 
rected them showed Him to be the Mas- 
ter Teacher that He was. First, they 
had the wrong idea of what constitutes 
greatness — greatness of character, great- 
ness of personality. As the world thinks, 
they regarded some high position of 
authority as necessary to greatness. They 
actually disputed among themselves as 
to who should have the highest place in 
the kingdom that their Lord was to set 
up on earth. Jesus, in a word, “upset 
their applecart.” He said, “If any man 
desire to be first, the same shall be last 
of all, and servant of all.” That was an 
eye opener for these self-seeking men. 


Second, they thought that the ministry 


of the Lord Jesus was only for grownups, 
and that He would have no time to spend 
upon little children. And when parents 
came bringing their children to Jesus 
that He might bless them, the disciples 
promptly took it upon themselves to re- 
buke them and put them back. It is one 
of the instances where the record is 
careful to state that Jesus was “much dis- 
pleased,” and He called out to them to 
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Mutual Network and I 
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CHARLES E. FULLER, Director 
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let the children come to Him. “Forbid 
them not,” He said: “for of such is the 
kingdom of God.” And that was another 
eye opener, as they saw Him take the 
children in His arms and bless them. 
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IMPROVE YOUR MINISTRY 

Are your messages like piles of good lumber, or 

are they structures of salvation like the ark? 
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20 Lessons in Homiletics, published by Union 
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One of the great movements of today is 
the Child Evangelism movement. 

But perhaps they had their biggest 
surprise when He told them that it was 
only as a little child one could enter 
into the Kingdom of God. To ‘have the 
greatest of all prizes, to inherit eternal 
life through Jesus Christ our Lord, one 
does not have to be matured in smart- 
ness, nor cultured nor talented; not rich 
nor high in world affairs. One has 
only to accept in childlike simplicity of 
faith the Word of God, even though he 
cannot understand it, even though its 
statements may seem illogical and all 
out of reason. Childlike faith simply 
trusts God’s wisdom as far better than 
our best smartness, and takes Him at 
His Word. 


Avon Park, Fa. 
w 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson—We thank 
Thee, Lord Jesus, for the spirit of service 
that moved in all the fabric of Thy life. We 
thank Thee for the example that Thou didst 
give to Thy disciples who were thereby en- 
abled to understand the better Thy will for 
them. We pray that our service for Thee 
may not*be measured by rewards that men 
would count valuable, but may it be measured 
according to Thy judgments. Help us, we 
pray Thee, to enter into the true spirit of 
unselfish service, even when we little know 
how greatly we may be able to help others. 
May we learn the deep lesson of willing serv- 
ice in Thy name, regardless of gain to our- 
selves. May we hear Thy voice as our great 
reward: ‘Well done, thou good and faithful 
servant: ... enter thou into the joy of thy 
Lord.” In Thy dear name we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—How very needful 
it is for us to learn the true meaning of 
rewards for the service of our Lord! If 
we know what He wants us to do in His 
name, how little we understand about 
His service if. we are looking for any- 
thing else as a reward. To serve Him 
is a great privilege in itself, and that 
service ought not to be regulated in our 
thought by the gains that may come to 
us. It is a great reward just to know 
that what we are doing for Him is a 
blessed privilege in more ways than we 
can count. Do you remember the Golden 
Text for this lesson? Let us say it to- 
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gether: “The Son of man came not to 
be ministered unto, but to minister, and 
to give his life a ransom for many.” 
What a standard of life He set for us in 
the outpouring of His own dear life for 
folks like ourselves! Will you let your 
life be conformed to His in this giving 
of abundant service for the benefit of 
others? Let us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA, 
we 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 


Wnuat Is tHe GREATEST THING 
You Can Do For Gop? 


OW is greatness measured from 
man’s point of view? (Mark 10: 
42.) How may a Christian become great 
in God’s sight? (2 Sam. 22:36.) Will 
you dare to be a pioneer, doing- small, 
unnoticed, and humble things for the 
Lord? (2 Cor. 5:20.) 
Our lesson this morning. gives .excel- 
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By Wade C. Smith 





VE&UE TEACHLE TAVE GREATNESS 








vs. 14-46 
/ Lan 
wle . ’ 
¢° Ta 
ae ' pe 
43.96 « 4i 


vs.43-46 











ST tesa 


OE A — 


ee ee 








Cue Se 


2 ewes 


<- 


> oat 


RAP wi PEN cE 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES for February 5, 1944 


lent advice for those who are willing to 
look’ beyond their own apparent victory 
or defeat, or the victory or defeat of 
others, and keep “looking unto Jesus,” 
and counting upon Him for results, 


The disciples brought several criti- 
cisms to their Master, and each time He 
led them by illustration and example into 
more Christlike ways of doing things. 
1. They rebuked the people who brought 
little children to bother their busy Mas- 
ter. 2. They tried to stop someone who 
was helping other folks in the name of 
Christ, but who would not go along with 
the disciples. 3. They looked lightly 
upon the small and simple services ‘of 
others. 4. They were jealous of one an- 
other, and wanted the first and best posi- 
tions for themselves. Can you think of 
corresponding situations today? Find 
Christ’s answers to these problems, 


Dare TO Have FartH (Mark 9:24) 


Will you dare to trust God as simply 
and honestly as a child trusts Him? 
Children’s minds are not cluttered with 
things of the world as older minds, and 
the stories of God and His love are easily 
accepted. Do the little brothers and 
sisters in your family belong to the fam- 
ily of God? If not, will you tell them 
how they may belong to Him by believ- 
ing in the Lord Jesus, and doing what 
He wants them to do? Learn the joy 
of seeing little ones respond. However, 
before you can make the story of Jesus 
Christ real to another, you must believe 
Him yourself. Are you confident that He 
is yours this morning, and that you are 
His? (John 1:12.) 


DarRE TO BE DIFFERENT FOR JEsUS’ SAKE 
(Rom, 8:31) 


Are you and your girl friends like 
eans of sardines, all alike? Are you 


- afraid to believe anything they do not 


believe, or to do something different if 
they might think you were queer? One 
person in Christ’s day was not afraid of 
even the disciples. He went right ahead 
doing those things which seemed to help 
his neighbors, and which were similar 
to the deeds of the Master. He knew 
enough to perform his simple acts of 
kindness in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
and for His sake, seeking no honor for 
himself. This was pleasing to the Lord. 


Dare TO Do INSIGNIFICANT THINGS 
(Matt. 25:21) 

When the disciples began to quibble 
over who should be greatest, they had 
forgotten that a short time ago Christ 
said a reward awaited even the giving 
of a cup of water in His name. No 
service is too small to attract the atten- 
tion of the Master. What difference 
does it make if the world does not see 
it? Did you ever try to see the little, 
simple services as God must look at 
them? These are necessary if His total 
plan would be completed, and He may 
choose to let you have a tiny place in 
order to make the bigger places possible. 


DaRE To REJOICE IN THE SeRvick oF OTHERS 
(Phil. 2:3) 


A missionary was telling about a week 
of prayer in which she took part with 
some neighboring missionaries, During 
the week many of her problems were 
cleared away, and the Lord was very 
close and precious. Still this thought 
persisted: Would she be willing to leave 
her mission field without seeing the re- 
sults of her services, and watch another 
take her place and be fruitful in bring- 
ing many souls to Christ? At first she 
said she would not, but in the course 
of the week even this problem was laid 
on the altar, and she knew she was will- 
ing to decrease in any way the Lord de- 
sired, if only He could be exalted. Are 
we willing to let others occupy the high 
places while we minister to the saddest 
and most hopeless souls with no visible 
results, and trust our Lord for the har- 
vest? 

ALPauas#, CALF. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 

(The questions are en page 91) 
1. The Lord Jesus taught the importance 
of simple faith and confidence in Himself. 
2. They may be like children in putting 
simple trust in the Heavenly Father, and 

expecting great results from Him. 
3. They were like some of our churches 


today: they did not realize that Christ was 
Calling little children to come to Him. 

4. The great ones of the world seek power 
over their fellows; the true servants of 
Christ find their joy in ministering to 
others. 


5. Only God knows the true status of a 
human heart, yet the fruits of the Holy 
Spirit -and the testimony of a believer 
should enable others to see Christ in the 
life. 


6. Ambition for personal greatness, such 
as that of James and John, is usually based 
upon selfishness. Christ wanted His dis- 
ciples to live for others rather than for 
self. 


7. Upon devotion to Christ in His rejec- 
tion and a readiness to share His sufferings. 


8. The one who serves has the best op- 
portunity to use time and talents for the 
glory of God and the benefit of others. 
Everyone who receives service should, in 
turn, become a server of others. 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


E HAD a glimpse last Sunday of the 

Lord’s glory. (Review the Transfig- 
uration story.) But He was not too big 
to help those in trouble. Whom did He 
help on the way down the mountain? 
Several times He told His friends that 
He was going to be betrayed, whipped, 
and crucified. Peter exclaimed that He 
was too great to have such things hap- 
pen to Him. But the Lord, though so 
great, far above any earthly king, did 
not expect to be waited on while on 


_ earth, but He came to help others, even 
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The Reverend 
William Evans, D.D., Ph.D., LL.D. 


=world-known Bible expositor and teacher 
as Executive Vice President and Director of 
all Bible teaching in radio and Bible confer- 
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John Brown Schools 
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“Beloved for the 
Fathers’ Sakes” 


The reason why the Jew has sur- 
vived world hatred is because God 
cannot lie. He says, ‘I am the Lord, 
I change not; therefore ye, sons of 
Jacob are not consume Mal. 3: 6. 


They are God’s eae Whether 
you touch them for weal or woe, you 
will have an account to settle with 
Him. The warning is, “I will bless 
them that bless thee, and curse him 
that curseth thee.” Gen. 12:3. 


Your continued fellowship is truly 
needed in these sad days A Israel. 
Our paper, THE CHOSEN PEOPLE, 
is sent to all contributors, and is prov- 
ing a blessing to many of the Lord’s 
people. 


AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS 
TO THE JEWS, INC. 


27 Throop Avenue Brooklyn 6, N. Y. 
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The Book of Books 
is the very founda- 
tion for lasting 
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the nation. Read it, teach it, live 
it for a future full of happiness 
and understanding. 
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dying for them. “The Son of man came 
not to be ministered unto, but to min- 
ister, and to give his life a ransom for 
many” (Mark 10:45, Golden Text). And 
by being humble, obedient, and helpful, 
He gained the greater glory. “Where- 
fore God also hath highly exaited him, 
and given him a name which is above 
every name: that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow ... and that 
every tongue should confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father” (Phil, 2:9-11). 


You know the story of how the dis- 
ciples thought He was too great to be 
bothered with the children. But what 
did He say? (Mark 10:14.) Sometimes 
even the children think they are too 
big to do the ordinary things. Don’t 
you usually want to be “It” in the games, 
to be the one to play Teacher, or to 
be captain? Do you ever argue over 
who shall sit next to the teacher at Sun- 
day school? 


One day Peter asked the Lord what 
they would get for following Him. The 
Lord replied that when He sat on the 
throne of His glory, they, too, would sit 
on twelve thrones, judging the twelve 
tribes of Israel. Soon the disciples were 
wondering which of them could have the 
thrones nearest to the Lord. James and 
John decided to get ahead of the others. 
They went to the Lord and said some- 
thing like this: “Master, we want You 
to do us a favor.” Said He, “What?” 
“Let us sit one on each side of You in 
glory.” But He explained, “You don’t 
know what you are asking for. Can 
you go through the suffering that I have 
to go through? Can you stand what J 
have to stand?” “We can,” they an- 
swered. Then the Lord replied, “You 
will; but, still, I can’t promise to give 
you the positions on each side of Me. 
They are for the ones who should have 
them.” 

Were the other ten disciples “peeved” 
with James and John? To think that 
they had dared to try to get ahead of 
them like that! And yet, I suspect, that 
each one had secretly wanted to do just 
that very thing. The Lord called them 
all together, and told them: You know 
most people like to be “bossy,” and tell 
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others what to do. That isn’t to be the 
way with you. If you want to be great, 
be helpful. If you want to be the great- 
est, help everybody else. (Repeat the 
Golden Text.) Like a seesaw—you 
can’t go up unless you are willing to go 
down. 

When Mother tells you it is time to 
put your playthings away, do you leave 
the clearing up to the other children? 
When you are playing with younger chil- 
dren, do you insist on their playing the 
games you like, or do you let them 
choose? Do you try to make someone else 
help Mother with the dishes instead of 
doing them yourself? Are you one of 
those who won’t play unless you can 
have the part in the game that you want? 
Remember: “Even Christ pleased not 
himself” (Rom. 15:3). 

Your week’s Bible readings ending 
with 9:37, 50; 10:16, 27, 34, 45, 52 will re- 
mind you again of the way to be great. 

Bucksport, MAINE. 


The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, February 20 


Il. My Neighbor: The Jew 
(Rom. 1:14-16; 2:10, 11; 10:1-15) 





Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are used 
by permission. 

E SAW something last week of the 

futility of the false sentimentality 
that is abroad today that would have us 
destroy the boundaries that God has set 
between the various races and would 
promote an intermingling of the races 
and interdwelling as a solution to race 
prejudice and race hatred. We saw also 
that the true remedy for race preju- 
dice and race hatred lies in a restoration 
of men and women of every race to 
right relationships with God, without 
which men cannot hope to live in peace 


and harmony and love with each other. 


se 
As our thoughts this week are turned 
particularly tc the Jew as our neighbor, 
we need to realize that, as Christians, 
we have a peculiar responsibility to 
carry the Gospel of Christ to the Jews. 


In the first place, the Jews are God’s 
chosen people. They have failed Him, 
in that through their own disobedience 
and sin and their rejection of His Son 
they have turned away from His plan 
whereby they were to be the peculiar 
example of what He could do for a 
nation who would serve Him, and the 
channel of blessing to all other nations 
of the earth. Nevertheless God has not 
abandoned them. The time is yet com- 
ing when, as a nation; Jews will look 
upon Him whom they have pierced and 
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will receive the Lord Jesus as their Mes- 
siah and Lord. 
, 4 

Meanwhile, however, Christians have 
the responsibility to evangelize the Jews 
so that individuals may recognize the 
Lord Jesus as their Messiah and may 
turn to Him. During this dispensation 
in which we now live, there is to be no 
difference, “for all have sinned and come 
short of the glory of God.” Jews are 
lost today because of their sin, just as 
Gentiles are, and God’s Word to indi- 
vidual Jews today is, “Repent, and be 
baptized every one of you in the name 


of Jesus Christ for the remission of 


sins” (Acts 2:38). 

The fact that sincere Jews today wor- 
ship God is not enough. They still need 
the Gospel of Christ, “for it is the power 
of God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth; to the Jew first, and also to 
the Greek [Gentile]” (Rom. 1:16). 


4 
When the Lord Jesus was about to 
leave His disciples after the resurrec- 
tion, and to return to His Father, He 
gave them a very definite and express 
command, “Ye shall be witnesses unto me 
both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and 
in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of 
the earth.” It is not stretching the sense 
of these words in the slightest to inter- 
pret them as meaning that the witness 
was to be given first of all to the Jew, 
then to the Samaritans, and later to the 
Gentiles, 
p)-4 


A careful reading of the history of the 
early Church in the Book of Acts makes 
it clear that this order was followed. 
At first the preaching of the apostles 
was only to those within the household 
of Israel. Not until Peter was specifi- 
cally instru¢ted in a vision to go to the 
house of Cornelius, and later Paul be- 
gan to preach to the Gentiles did the 
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Gospel reach out to the Gentiles. Fur- 
thermore, we find that the Apostle Paul 
in his missionary journeys wherever he 
went invariably began by preaching the 
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Gospel to the Jews. When they turned 
away and would have nothing to do with 
his preaching, he turned to the Gentiles, 
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today testify that in a very real way 
their hearts are more open and recep- 
tive to the Gospel than they have been 
for many years. Perhaps the terrible 
persecutions through which Jews in 
other lands have gone has saddened and 
sobered Jews even in our own land, 
where they have equal rights and priv- 
ileges with other races. In any event, 
as Christians, we need to be especially 
concerned for this race, out of which 
God saw fit to choose one to be the 
mother of our Lord, and we need to do 
everything in our power to see that they 
are reached with the Gospel. While 
there may be certain racial’ character- 
istics of which we do not approve, we 
need to realize that these are the marks 
of the Jacob nature, — that nature which 
God desires through the power of the 
Lord Jesus to transform into Israel, “a 
prince with God.” 
PHILADELPHIA. 


ve 
The Cross Day by Day 


(Continued from second page) 


It is the one thing you cannot get over. 
Now welcome your weakness and take 
it up as the instrument of a new death 
to old ambition and pride. Paul em- 
braced the “thorn” even though it was a 
“messenger of Satan” to buffet him. He 
learned: “When I am weak, then am I 
strong.” 

Have you been utterly misrepresented 
and your good evil spoken of? The Sav- 
iour says: “Rejoice ye in that day, and 
leap for joy.” But before you can re- 
joice you must first stretch forth your 
hands, and be nailed, as it were, to that 
very falsehood. A man of God had em- 
braced the pathway of reproach for 
Christ, had left a modernistic church, 
and had gone “without the camp, bear- 
ing his reproach.” He was maligned 
and falsely accused as being a “holier- 
than-thou” kind of Christian. As he 
turned away, answering them to never 
a word, the Spirit of glory illuminated 
this truth: “If ye be reproached for 
the name of Christ, happy are ye.” He 
was happy beyond words. 

Thus it is that we learn to die daily, 
“always bearing about in the body the 
dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life 
also of Jesus might be made manifest 
in our body” (2 Cor. 4:10). Our lives 
must be poured again and again into 
the mold of the cross— “made conform- 
able unto his death.” Madame Guyon, 
the mystic, cried: “O life, which cannot 
be lost without so many deaths! O 
death, which can only be attained by the 
loss of so many lives!” 

In his book, “The Cross of Christ,” F. J. 
Huegel quotes from THE SunpDay ScHOOL 
Trmges as follows: 

“Dr. J. G. Fleming tells how, in the 
days of the Boxer uprising in China, 
Boxers captured a mission school, 
blocked all gates but one, placed a cross 


before it, and sent in word that anyone 
who trampled on that cross would go 
free, but that anyone who stepped 
around it would be killed. The first 
seven, we are told, trampled on the 
cross, and were allowed to go free. The 
eighth, a girl, knelt before the cross, and 
was shot. All the rest in a line ofa 
hundred students followed her example.” 


In order to avoid pain, humiliation, 
disgrace, and death we can trample on 
our cross and go forth to a false free- 
dom. Or we can kneel in “worshipful 
acceptance,” and carry it to our Calvary 
“in thankful submission,” there to find 
the liberty wherewith Christ sets us 
free, the life that is hid with Christ in 
God, the joy that is unspeakable and 
full of glory. 

“And all through life I see a cross, 
Where sons of God yield up their breath; 
There is no gain except by loss; 

There is no life except by death; 

There is no vision but by faith; 

No glory but by bearing shame; 

No justice but by taking blame; 

And that Eternal Passion saith — 

Be emptied of glory and might and name.” 

Has the reader embraced “his cross” 
today? And tomorrow you will do — the 
same? 

(To be continued) 


For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


February 14 to February 20 


Mon.—Mark 9:30-32; 10:32-34, 
The Divine Teacher. 
PrayYeER SuGcEsTions: “They understood 
not.” No man or woman ever had a 
better teacher than Christ, nor better 
teaching than the Gospel. But even with 
such a divine teacher we are often dull 
of hearing. The fault lies within our 
sinful hearts. We prefer our own inter- 
ests to the great things of Christ. How 
is it with you, reader? Are you grasp- 
ing His meaning in His Word? Pray for 
the Bethel Mission of Eastern Europe, 
Inc., 252 N. Dillon St., Los Angeles 26. 


Tues.—Mark 9:33-37; 10:18-16, 
Greatness in Childlikeness. 
PRAYER. SuGGEsTions: “He took a child, 
and set him in the midst of them.” The 
Lord Jesus wants us all to consider the 
greatness and goodness of childlikeness. 
We are all likely to overlook the loveli- 
ness of childlike simplicity and humility. 
The little boy our Lord Jesus placed 
‘before His disciples has a great lesson 
on lowliness of mind for every Chris- 
tian. The name “holy child Jesus” (Acts 
4:30) still applies to Christ. Are you 
walking in His steps? Pray for the Old 
Fashioned Revival Hour, the nation-wide 
Gospel troadcast, Box 123, Los Angeles. 
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Wed.—Mark 9:38-41. Greatness in Brotherhood. 
Prayer Succestions: “He that is not 
against us is om our part.” God has more 
friends than we dare to write down upon 
our list. Many are unworthy of the 
name “Christian”; but others we think 
of as lacking marks of a change of heart 
may really love the Lord. Elijah failed 
to notice seven thousand, and possibly 
we, too, may overlook some of the Lord’s 
own. Be governed more by the Word than 
by mere opinion. Self-examination is a 
surer way than judging others, for we 
know ourselves better than we can know 
human hearts. Pray for Young People’s 
Church of the Air, Box 1, Philadelphia, 
Thurs.—Mark 10:17-23. 
Great in Benefi e 
PraYER SuccesTions: “Sell whatsoever 
thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou 
shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, 
take up the cross, and follow me.” Christ 
asked no more of this rich young man 
than He asked of Himself and of His 
disciples. He was rich and became poor 
for our sakes (2 Cor. 8:9); and His dis- 
ciples left all and followed Him. Your 
beneficence tells how much you obey 
Christ. Pray for the Tennessee Moun- 
tain Mission, Box 45, Dayton, Tenn. 
Fri.—Mark 10:41-45. Greatness in Service. 


PRAYER SvuaGcesTions: “Whosoever of 
you will be the chiefest, shall be servant 
of all.” Great. service to others for 
Christ’s sake is the way to greatness in 
the church of God and in Christ’s King- 
dom. “Whosoever will be great among 
you, shall be your minister.” Christ who 
“made himself of no reputation” now has 
“a name which is above every name” 
(Phil. 2:7, 9).. The path to greatness is 
humility. Are you meek and of a lowly 
mind?. Pray for American Scripture Gift 
Mission, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 7. 
Sat.—Matthew 11:7-15, 

Greatness of John the Baptist. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “There hath not 
risen a greater than John the Baptist.” 
Let all ministers, missionaries, _and 
evangelists get better acquainted with 
John the Baptist. Our Lord’s commenda- 
tion is absolutely true. Judged by every 
standard, John the Baptist is the prince 
of all the prophets. Are you major- 
ing in the things that please the Lord? 
Pray for the Montana Gospel Crusade, 
Billings, Mont. 

Sun.—Psalm 18:28-35. 
“Thy Gentleness Hath Made Me Great.” 

PrayeR SuccestTions: “Thy gentle- 
ness hath made me great.” The gen- 
tleness of Christ is the Christian’s 
secret of success with difficult peo- 
ple. He who never quenched “smok- 
ing flax” or broke a “bruised reed” 
would have us to drink deeply of His 
Spirit. Paul’s appeal to the Cor- 
inthians was in the gentleness of 
Christ and it was successful. The 





gentleness of Christ makes Christians 
lovely. Pray for New York Jewish 
Evangelization Society, Inc., 56 Sec- 
ond Ave., New York 3. 
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